





Linlithgow Palace is situated within the Peel, 150 
yards north of the Cross in the town of Linlithgow. 

A half-hourly ’bus service operates from Edinburgh. 


April to September 
October to March 


Sundays 
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Cover Design: The device upon the cover is taken from a 
vault boss in the “King’s Oratory" in the north-west 
corner of the palace. It depicts a seated unicorn, a popular 
subject in mediaeval literature and art (see p. 22). 
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THE PALACE OF LINLITHGOW 

















THE EXTERIOR ELEVATIONS 

















Reproduced from a photograph in the Cambridge University 
collection of aerial photographs. 
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through a hatchway situated in a recess in the north wall of the guard- 
room which was entered from the pend. 


Household Staff 

“The dichter of the King’s palace” was responsible for preparing the 
residence for the arrival of the Court, and in 1633 an item in the 
Household Accounts records the purchase for twelve pennies Scots 
of "ane pour manes heid for dichting doune die haill mousewebbis 
throw the haill pallace.” Other members of the staff who looked after 
the comforts of the royal household were "the men that serves the 
desertes and dichtis the hall,” "the master, yeoman, and groom for 
the silver weschell,” "the weschell garderer,” "the master of the 
cup-house and avery,” "the cuppers” (cupbearers) and "the carvouris.” 
Music and song were provided by the court minstrels and "sangsters.” 
There were Irish (Highland) harpers, Moorish and Swiss tambourers, 
trumpeters, fiddlers and luters, and "the minstralis that playis upon 
the veolis.” In 1532 there were five Italian minstrels, "Anthone” 
the French tambourer and his "quhisillarris.” The more personal 
attendants on the king were “the Usher of the Outer Chamber Door,” 
"the Gentleman Usher of the Inner Chamber Door,” the "Yeoman of 
the King’s Chamber,” and the "Master of the Wardrobe.” There was 
the "King’s fule” and the "Queen’s fule” and during the space of a 
few brief years "Kellis the Keeper of the Parrot.” 


Tapestries and Furniture 

Before the Union of the Crowns there were few permanent fur¬ 
nishings in the royal palaces with the exception of timber beds, trestle 
tables, and forms. From the Royal Household Accounts preserved in 
H.M. Register House we learn something of the nature of the furniture 
and hangings transported for the use of the Court when it moved 
from one royal residence to another. The hangings, which were under 
the charge of "the Tapissier,” were principally tapestries from the 
looms of France and Flanders, and many and varied were the stories 
and subjects depicted on them, amongst which may be mentioned: 1 
"The Creation of the World,” “Auld Testament and New” (ten 
pieces), "Solomon,” "The Story of Susanna," "Reboam,” “Maliasor,” 
"Percius,” "Tobie” (Tobias), "Story of Troy,” "ABneas,” 2 “Hercules,,, 
"Marcus Coriolanus,” "Apis and ither bestis,” "The Unicome,” "The 
Story of The Tryumphand Dames,” bought in Paris in 1538, and a 
set obtained from Flanders in 1541 "to complete a chamber of antique 
history.” Othersets showed the "huntar ot coninghis” (rabbits) and 























Plate 3. The Palace and St. Michael’s Kirk from the north west 
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Plate 4. The Outer Entry (circa 1535) 
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Plate 5. The Palace from the south west 

















Plate 6. The inner close elevation of the old entry 
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20 THE PALACE OF LINLITHGOW 

The Chapel 

The Chapel has been subject to alterations from time to time. 
Ingoes have been cut out of the masonry under each of the windows, 
and on the upper part of the walls there is evidence of the ceiling 
having been altered at least three times. One of these occasions 
was in 1534, when the ceiling was painted “fyne assur.” Against the 
centre of the eastern screen wall was the high altar, and on the wall 
above are the remains of iron pins which held the carved retable or 
antemural in position. 

There was a screen at the west end, and a loft in which was erected 
the organ made in 1513 by a Frenchman called "Gilyem.” Before this, 
a portable organ was used, no doubt similar to that depicted by the 
Flemish Master, Hugo van der Goes, on one of the wings of the altar- 
piece which adorned Trinity College Kirk, Edinburgh. 1 

Each of the five lofty windows contained an image in "paynttit 
werk” supplied by Thomas Peblis, the King’s glasenwright in the 
year 1534. On the piers between the windows are corbel-brackets for 
images and over each is an elaborate canopy. The carving on each 
corbel takes the form of two curly-headed angel musicians, vested 
in albes, or albes and copes. Several consecration crosses are incised 
on the walls. On the west side of the main entrance to the chapel is 
a shield with a mitre carved on it. 

To the west of the Chapel is a large antechamber or hall with 
deeply recessed windows in its south wall. Above it was an apartment 
of similar dimensions. To the north on each of these floors, and also 
on the ground floor which contains vaults, is a corridor connecting 
the comer turnpikes. Two of these corridors now contain a collection 
of carved stone details, relics of pottery, glass, bone, and metal found 
during the progress of the work of repair carried out by the Ancient 
Monuments Department of the Ministry of Works. In die south-west 
tower are small rooms furnished with wall aumbries. 


“His Majesties Hall” 

Entered from the King’s turnpike is a large chamber designated 
in 1629 "His Majesties’ Hall.” At the north end is a handsome hooded 
fireplace, and there is s small mural stair leading from the east window 
■ recess to the cellar below. In the wall to the south of this are an aumbrie 
and a large window; above these, near the ceiling level, are three 

1 Exhibited by gracious permission of Her Majesty the Queen at the National 
Gallery of Scotland, Edinburgh. 
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No evidence of pre-Roman habitation has been found, but some 
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Stirling Castle, which had hitherto defied his efforts to capture it. 
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Plate 7 . The north west corner of the inner close with the new work ( 1618 - 20 ) 
on the right 





Plate 8. King James fountain after restoration 
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Burning of the Old Manor House and the Church 


of their church—a heavy task for a small, th„„ 6 „ r _ r _„ ^ 

munity. Their ambitious elfort received encouragement from the Pope, 
who in response to a petition of 1447, granted indulgences for stated 


James I 

In 1424, on his return from his long captivity in England, James I, 
at once set about the planning and erection of a Palace to take the 
place of the ruined manor-house, and added to the site by purchasing 
the adjacent land to the east. Building operations continued through¬ 
out the remainder of his reign under the charge of John de Waltoun, 
Robert de Wedale and Robert de Livingston (Robert of Linlithgow), 
as Masters of Works (page 3). 


Henry VI of England in Residence 
After the Lancastrian defeat at Towton on 29th March, 1461, 
Henry VI of England and Margaret his Queen sought refuge in 
Scotland, and for a time resided in Linlithgow Palace. By the spring 
of the next year Margaret’s restless spirit led her to seek assistance 
from her friends on the Continent, but Henry remained here for 


James IV 


Linlithgow was a favourite residence of James IV. Preparations 
for each visit included transport of plate for the royal table, cords, 
hooks, rods, rings and tapestry for the walls. The hall was carpeted 
with fresh rushes "against the coming of the Spanish Ambassador," 
Don Pedro de Ayala. And in 1504 a supply of rushes "for the 
chambers” was provided "against the coming of the Queen.” 


The "Park" 

The Crown land on the north side of the Loch—always designated 
in the records "The Park”—was enclosed with stone walls for a 
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She died in 1541. 


fggssssa 

Mm,. Quten ./ S,«. 

™2£itssS" I i. , a 
&rss^;s^rsS'S^.“ 

M^T^r' :prioiyib '“ ,b " iy!si,otarei — 





The Privy Council at Linlithgow 
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a small lairdship, now a farm, near the point where travellers were 
then ferried over the Almond. 


Murder of the Regent Moray 

The Regent Moray, like his predecessor Arran, never occupied the 
Palace. When in the course of a journey he found it necessary to halt 
for the night at Linlithgow, he took up his quarters in the inn of his 
personal friend, Charles Drummond, of Kingsfield, Provost of the 
Burgh. The inn, known in later days as the "Hawthomden Lodging," 
stood on the south side of the street (on the site of the modem 
Nos. 117-121 High Street, but further back than the present frontage), 
four doors to the west of the house of John Hamilton, Archbishop of 
St. Andrews, from which Bothwellhaugh fired the fatal shot on 23rd 
January, 1570. The Regent died in the inn about eleven o’clock the 
same night. The body was taken up to the palace until arrangements 
were completed for its conveyance to Blackness, and thence to Leith 
by water for subsequent burial in St. Giles’ Church, Edinburgh. 


James VI 

James VI frequently resided in Linlithgow, not only using his 
Palace as a halting-place, but making prolonged stays, especially when 
driven from Edinburgh by pestilence or by dissatisfaction with the 
attitude of the citizens of the capital. For such a reason he summoned 

occurrence. For after the middle of the 15th century Parliament 
usually met in Edinburgh instead of attending the Sovereign wherever 
he happened to be in residence. 

Linlithgow Palace with the Lordship of Linlithgow formed part 
of the Queen’s jointure in 1590. The Princesses Elizabeth and 
Margaret were educated under the charge of Alexander, Lord 
Livingston, created Earl of Linlithgow in 1600. He held the appoint¬ 
ment of hereditary Keeper of the Palace, which he used as his principal 
residence. 

Charles I 

A proposed visit of Charles I caused the Palace to be swept, gar¬ 
nished and repaired. The Keeper vacated the building. The Magistrates 
likewise made many preparations—lodging was to be provided for 
members of the royal train, for the Palace was not large enough to 
accommodate them all; middens and bakers’ whin-heaps were to be 
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Ancient Monuments 
and Historic Buildings 

Many interesting ancient sites and buildings are 
maintained as national monuments by the Ministry 
of Works. Guide-books, postcards, and specially 
produced photographs are available as follows: 

G UIDE-BOOKS or pamphlets are on sale at most 
monuments, and are also obtainable from the book¬ 
shops of H.M. Stationery Office. A complete list of 
titles and prices is contained in Sectional List No. 27 
available free on request from any of the addresses 

POSTCARDS can be purchased at many monu¬ 
ments, or from the Clerk of Stationery, Ministry of 
Works, 122 George Street, Edinburgh, 2 (Clerk of 
Stationery, Ministry of Works, Lambeth Bridge 
House, London, S.E.i for English and Welsh 
monuments). 


OFFICIAL PHO TOGRAPHS of most monuments 
may be obtained in large prints (e.g. size 8$" X6", or 
io ff X 8") at commercial rates, from the Under 
Secretary, Ministry of Works, 122 George St., 
Edinburgh, 2 (Photographic Librarian, Ministry of 
Works, Lambeth Bridge House, London, S.E.I for 
English and Welsh monuments). 





